SOVIET UNDERSTANDING
and the gathering revolutionary temper thus feeds not
only upon its apprehension of the technical defects of
the capitalist system within each territory, but of the
approaching catastrophe of meaningless war. It comes
to be aware that every dominant class is faced with an
inescapable dilemma of its own helpless making. If
the armaments boom stops, millions will be thrown
out of work again and profits (in money terms) will
fall. But unless the armaments race is stopped, there
must be war. There is seen to be no escape from this
dilemma. Revolutionary anger and the necessary will
for revolutionary change are bred in the spirals of such
futility.
If we suppose war, the technical revolutionary
advantages, from the point of view of the socialisation
of capitalism in its higher stages of development, may
be swept away. For, in war, the standard of living may
suddenly be reduced to the primitive level, upon which
bloodshed may be enormous. On the other hand, if we
imagine (though it is pitifully unlikely) that somehow
or other international war on a grand scale is avoided,
then the revolutionary temper may be generated
peacefully along Popular Front lines, and the prospects
may be very much better. Let us, therefore, make the
improbable assumption that there will be no great
European war for an indefinite period, and on this
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